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POLITICAL. 


1. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 16th August, observes that the true 
The British Government and the strength of the British Government in India 
Motive Princes. lies in the loyalty of the people and the native 
princes. The latter rendered signal services to the paramount poe, 
during the dark days of the mutiny, and justice and gratitude alike require 
that they should be treated with due consideration. It is to be regretteg 
therefore that since the time of I.ord Mayo the British Government hag 
always, and in all matters, shown a desire to make a parade of its political 
supremacy. The celebration of the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi, and the 
assumption by Her Majesty of the title of Empress, only become intelligible on 
this supposition. But this attempt to reduce the power of the native princes, 
if persisted in, will in the end but injure the interests of the Government 
itself. The plan of placing ‘ Residents ” at Native Courts is far from 
wise. The Residents are a most meddlesome class of officials, who, by their 
constant and needless interference in matters which do not require it, 
frequently bring about a rupture between Native Chiefs and the British 
Government. The recent action of the Resident at Jeypore, in making a 
list of ornaments belonging to the Ranis, has been a most vexatious proceed- 
ing. The education of the minor native chiefs as conducted at present js 
of a most unsatisfactory kind. 

2. The Som Prakdsh, of the 22nd August, observes that the British 
Government, it would seem, loves to make 
sport of the possessions of native princes, 
The Residents in Native Courts act in an extremely arbitrary manner. The 
Resident at Jeypore recently raised a storm in that State. Some time ago 
a co-regent was appointed at Hyderabad to keep aneye upon Sir Salar Jung. 
Mulhar Rao Guicowar was deposed before the time allowed him by Govern- 
ment to set his house in order had expired. The manner of his imprisonment 
and the amount of his allowances are not what the Supreme Government 
promised him they would be. And now a proposal is made to confer a con- 
stitution upon Baroda—that is, to take away all power from the Guicowar 
and vest it in the British Resident and Sir T. Madhava Rao. The proposal 
is really alarming and extremely unjust. In the first place, as representatives 
of the minor Guicowar, the Resident and the Dewan have no right to make 
such a proposal, and in the second, Baroda is not yet fit to receive a con- 
stitution. 


A constitution for Baroda. 


Pusitic ADMINISTRATION. 


3. In continuation of the observations noticed in paragraph 22 of our 
— SEER eae Report of the 18th August, the Murshidabad 
Moorshedabad)  ”~*é«~aatvikcd, of thee 12th instant, gives a long account 
of certain illegal proceedings of Mr. Beames, the 

Deputy Magistrate of the City Moorshedabad Division of the Moorshedabad dis- 
trict. We give below the substance of the writer’s statements: (1.) In the 
month of Kartik last, on the occasion of the Durga Puja, there was some ordin- 
ary musicgoing on in the house of Tarachand Sarkar. He was for this arrested 
and fined Rs, 80. The sentence was set aside on appeal. (2.) About two o 
three russes to the east of the court-house at Lalbag, a widow Ww’ 
crying for the loss of her only son. Mr. Beames ordered her to §? 
elsewhere and weep. (3.) An elephant belonging to the Nizamut om 
day appeared with its driver on the public road. For this the driver 2% 
punished. The Agent to the Governor-General at the Nizamut remon- 
strated, and thenceforth Mr. Beames has acted as prosecutor in all cass 
relating tothe Nizamut. (4.) One Braja Datta, who owns a shop neat 
the Serajuddowlah Bazar, was fined Rs. 5 because the master of the hous 
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where he kept his shop possessed a cow. (5.) One Kissen Goala of Ichha- 
gunge was fined because his cows, it was said, had come upon the public road. 
He protested, but in vain; the real offender was, however, one of the same 


name in Mogultuli. (6.) The orders he passes in cases connected with 
the license tax assessments are the most reckless. 


Mr. Beames, remarks the Editor, is a Deputy Magistrate, because his 
brother is a Commissioner, much as a Kulin’s brother is a Kulin. But the 
question is, why should Moorshedabad have the honour of monopolizing his 
services? Justice requires that she should share the privilege with other 
districts. 


4, A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Maldah, notices 
5 teeth Mampatiee of Mee with regret that the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo 
unjustly dealt with by the Magistrate Srinath Gupta, of that district, having attempt- 
of the district. ed to commit suicide, has been sentenced 
by the Magistrate to pay a fine of Rs. 500, and to suffer imprisonment for 
sx months. Considering his offence, this isa very hard punishment. He 
would not have been doubtless treated with such severity had he been a 
European or a wealthy native zemindar. The District Superintendent of 
Police of Maldah, Mr. James, who had committed adultery with Dukha Gure’s 
wife was simply punished with transfer to another district, while Rajendra 
Narayan Raya, Zemindar of Bulbulchand, who had killed a person with 
his own hand, was let off with a fine of only Rs. 600. 


5. Referring to the enhancement of rents in the khas mehals of the 
Midnapore district, the Medinz, of the 138th 
hon eebamters in Midnapore an’ August, respectfully asks Sir Ashley Eden to 
say whether, if a zemindar had raised the rent- 
rates so high as has been done by Government, His Honor would not 
have looked upon him as a rapacious zemindar. His Honor is the earthly 
providence of these tenantry, and although the courts have proved un- 
favourable to them, it certainly does not behove him to spurn them from 
his feet. Another point to which the writer would direct the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s attention is that relating to the constantly-recurring disputes 
between the indigo-planters and their teaantry. If he really desires to put 
an end to these disputes, such measures should be adopted as would make 
it impossible for the indigo-planters to harass the ryots on any pretence. 
It would be found on enquiry that since the outbreak of these disputes in 
the estates belonging to Messrs. Watson & Co. the receipts from 
pound fees have enormously increased. This matter should be looked 
into. The cutting of jungle would again be found to be a prolific eause of 
dispute. His Honor should, in this connection, lend his influence to bring 
about a settlement of jungle land with the tenants at a reasonable rate of 
rent. This would remove all cause of dispute, and bring more money into 
the pockets of the indigo-planters. The proceeds from the letting out of 
jungle lands are at present misappropriated by their venal servants. 


6. The same paper contains a long article on the oppressions incident 
Oppressions connected with the lery 0 the levy of the canal dues in Midnapore. 
of canal dues. We give below the substance: The woes of 
| tte peasantry date from the day the late Canal Company commenced their 
‘urvey operations in Midnapore. Homesteads and other valuable landed 
properties now began to be taken up for the purposes of the canal, and 
the owners were promised compensation and consoled with the prospect 
‘f an abundant water-supply for irrigation purposes. Being helpless, 
they were obliged to remain silent, under the harassing treatment to 
Which they were subjected, in realizing the compensation which was 
ater all but nominal. Not a few gave up all hope of obtaining any, 
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and returned losers to their homes. The money that was to have 
been expended on granting compensation remained in the Public 
Treasury. Thus the miseries of the peasantry commenced with th, 
introduction of canals into Midnapore. The Canal Company fel] int, 
debt, and were soon afterwards compelled to make over all their cop. 
cerns to Goverument. The canals now became Government Property, and 
the Canal Officers became Government servants, and were vested with 
very large powers under liws which were now enacted. Oppressions nog 
began to be committed. The-peasantry manifested a strong unwilling. 
ness to use the canal water, on the ground that the rate of toll was 
very high. This caused great difficulty to the Canal Officers, who went 
about from village to village exhorting the ryots to avail themselves of 
the water and dwelling on the advantages of irrigation by it. The ignorant 
were taken in by this means, and were induced to enter into contracts fo, 
using the water. Government became gainers, but the ryots soon dis- 
covered their error. In order to be able to pay the water-rate and the § 
rent due to the zemindar, they had recourse to loans. Even before the 
crops had become ready for the harvest, the zemindar and the mahajun now 
became anxious to realize what they had advanced, and the poor ryot 
found that he had no share in the fruit of his labours. Amins were at this 
time employed by the Irrigation Office to measure the lands under irrigation 
with canal water, and the proceedings of these men were marked by utter 
unscrupulousness. Persons were shown as using canal water, who had 
never given any kabuliats, or whose land had never received any benefit 
from it. Their protests were unheeded, and they were assessed with the 
water-rate. The collection of the water-rate was then taken in hand by 
the Canal Officers, and most of the peasantry found themselves obliged to 
dispose of their cattle in order to raise the necessary funds. The writer 
promises to continue the subject. 
7. We extract the following observations from an article in the 
Navavibhakar, of the 15th August, headed the 
Administration of justice in the “* Administrative Machinery in the Mofussil.” 


It is high time that the machinery of 
administration in the mofussil, which derives its motive force from the Magis- 


trate, should be placed on a more satisfactory footing. It is grinding the 


people to the dust. The reform that is required should commence in the 
direction of granting increased liberty of action to the Deputy Magistrates 
and other subordinate executive officers. They are at present but tools and 
puppets in the hands of the Magistrates. The District Magistrates should 
not be allowed to interfere with the judicial independence of their deputies. 
As it is, the Magistrates not unoften seek to influence the judgment of a 
Deputy Magistrate who may be trying a case in favour of, or against a partl- 
cular party. The District Superintendents of Police also often do ths 
Honorary Magistrates should be given greater liberty of action. At presemt 
the stipendiary Magistrates exercise great authority over them. This should 
be put a stop to. Government should not any longer suffer Magistrates and 
Police officials to frustrate the ends of justice. 
8. The same paper warmly approves of the arrangement to extend 
eiteiints eines Heel railway communication in Bengal by utilian3 
private capital. This was at one time tie 
policy of Government, but was abandoned in favour of that of constructing 
all railways with public money. For various reasons the State Railways | 
proved failures, and the work of railway extension in Bengal long remain 
in abeyance. The accession of Major Baring to the office of Financ 
Minister, however, has been signalized by a return to the good old polity 
of leaving the task of railway extension to private enterprize and cap! 
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Government of course must hold out sufficient inducement to capitalists to 
embark upon the undertaking. While approving of the general principles 
of the arrangement, the writer regrets to notice that the Secretary of State 
has given all the contracts to Messrs. Rothschild & Co. without leaving the 
matter to be settled by public competition, which alone would have enabled 
Government to obtain the most advantageous terms from the intending 
contractors. It is further asked that in future the capital necessary for the 
construction of any line that may be sanctioned should be raised by the sale 
of shares in India. . 

9, The same paper notices with grave concern the outbreak of 
troubles in Nuddea. The indigo riots should 
be nipped in the bud. One regrets to have to 
notice, however, that Sir Ashley Eden is not doing his duty on the present 
occasion. He is not reading any lesson to the indigo-planters. He has had 
recourse to flattery in Behar, and to a policy of indifferentism in Midnapore, 
while in Rajshahye his policy is marked by hopeless confusion. The state of 
affairs in Nuddea has not given him any cause for anxiety. Encouraged by 
his conduct, the indigo-planters have everywhere begun to reveal themselves 
in their true colours. ‘The writer then refers to the outbreak of disputes 
between Mr. Macnaughten and his tenants of the village of Anandabas, and 
strongly condemns the conduct of Mr. Slack, the Sub-Divisional Officer of 
~Meherpore. The article concludes with a prayer to Government that 
Mr. Slack should be transferred from Meherpore, where his sympathy for 
the indigo-planters has become notorious. 

10. The same paper remarks that Government has commenced expe- 

: _-- rimenting upon human life in the jails of 
be _—" upon human lifein Bengal. The Inspector-General of Jails has 
| recently directed that a certain quantity 
of dal should be given to the prisoners in lieu of their weekly allowance of 
fish or flesh. This will doubtless lead to increased mortality among the 
convicts. The arrangement may answer indifferently in Behar, but it will 
be attended with disastrous consequences in Bengal, where the inhabitants 
cannot do without fish. That the order will have to be shortly cancelled 
is almost a matter of certainty, but in the meantime a number of convicts 
will perish. The opinion of Jail Superintendents on the question is not 
likely to be of much value, considering that it is so seldom that these men 
have the courage to speak out their convictions. 

{l. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 15th August, remarks that 
Se it is simply idle on the part of Dr. Lethbridge 
| — to attempt a justification of his jail administra- 

lon. In his letter to the Zimes, Dr. Lethbridge has sought to answer 
the charges brought against the present management by (1) pleading that 
the state of matters in the Bombay jails is even worse than that in Bengal ; 
| (2) by labouring to show that the agg in the Bengal jails is less than 

what it was represented to be by Mr. O'Donnell ia Parliament; and (8) by 
arguing that for the low diet scale the Prison Conference, and not the 
' Government of Bengal, is responsible. The first is, not a defence at all; 
the second and the third arguments are disproved by facts. The scale of diet 


Indigo riots in Meherpore. 


prescribed by the Prison Conference was not introduced before the 1st March © 


79. The death-rate in 1878, however, was seven per cent. of the jail 
population, showing an increase of 2 per cent. as compared with that which 
ad prevailed the year before. The fact islow rations and constant flogging 

Caused this fearful mortality in the jails. 
12. It would have caused considerable pain to Sir Ashley Eden, 
ee ) remarks the same paper, had he been com- 
tervice, 7 “Eden's extension of yelled to retire from his present post without 
having completed the full term of office. He 
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therefore anxiously besoaght Lord Ripon to grant him an extension of 
service, and his prayer has been granted. Providence has played strange 
tricks with Sir Ashley Eden. He has been repeatedly disappointed in his 
expectations. The Governorships of Bombay and Madras Buccessively f¢]] 
vacant, but were given away to others. He secured the friendship of 
Lord Lytton by helping him in the enactment of the Press Law and in the 
imposition upon the people of the public works cess and the license-tay, 
but hardly had Sir Ashley secured the friendship of the late Viceroy whey 
the Tories were overthrown. What effect the prolunged stay of Sir Aehley 
Eden will have upon the destinies of the people of this province it is hard 
to tell. He may, now that his power is coming to an end, wake toa sens 
of his duty. : 
13. The same paper gives, in the form of a catechism, an account of 
; certain chief public measures of Sir Ashley 
a Eden’s administration. The substance of the 
answers viven to the questions put is as follows :—Sir Ashley Eden’s adminis. 
tration has not conferred any benefit upon the country. He has abolished 
the Calcutta Wards’ Institution, and injured the efficiency of the charitable 
dispensaries, both useful institutions; has increased the rigor of the jail 
discipline ; given an impetus to the consumption of spirituous liquor by the 
people ; imposed the license-tax ; abolished many Government aided schools; 
reduced the pay of the Moonsiffs and Deputy Magistrates; given an impetus 
to the oppressions of the Police and the Magistrates, and of the indigo. 
planters ; has been mainly instrumental in having the Press Law passed; and 
is about to pass a Rent Law which will aggravate the existing ill-feeling 
between landlords and tenants. 
14. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 16th August, deprecates the proposal 
The Mymensingh railway line that the projected Mymensingh railway should 
should commence at Sabhar or Sibalaya, commence at Dacca. This, if adopted, wil 
See destroy half the efficiency of the line, in- 
asmuch as traffic in goods will to a large extent continue to be carried on by 
boat. The line should begin at Sabhar or Sibalaya. 
15. The Murshidadad Pratinidht, of the 19th August, writes for the 
Baboo Romesh Chandra Mukerji, formation of Government that Baboo Ro- 
Deputy Magistrate of Kandi. mesh Chandra Mukerji, the Deputy Magistrate 
in charge of the Kandi sub-division of the Moorshedabad district, has become 
exceedingly unpopular with the inhabitants, owing to the tardy manner in 
which he disposes of cases in his file; thus occasioning considerable incon- 
venience to witnesses. He expends the Municipal and Road Cess Funds as 
if they were his own, and does not keep any accounts of the expenditure. 
16. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 20th August, remarks, in reference 
_ Afghan war expenditure. Enquiry to the enquiry which is being made by the 
a b..2 a FM ccc sareapesacn by police into the misappropriation of public 


| money on the occasion of the late Afghan 
war by men in the Commissariat Department, that it is idle to make all 


this agitation now. Millions of rupees were expended on the Afghan wal 
without being in any way accounted for. Lakhs were offered in bribes to the 
Pathans. What is the good of harassing a few poor Bengalis for bavig 
taken bribes, when the whole department from top to toe is rotten ? Govert: 
ment has at last had its eyes opened. Itis like shutting the stable. door 
alter the horse has bolted. What was the Commissary-General dong * 
ae whet of the lakhs which have been arpropriated by big Europea 
officials | Mites 

17. The Sddhdrani, of the 21st August, comments on the reply 4 
pelced* and embankments of the length vouchsafed by Mr. Larminie, the Col- 
——— | lector of Burdwan, to the petition of tt 
inhabitants of certain villages which have for the last four years suffere 
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extremely from the inundations of the Damooda river. Mr. Larminie coolly 
‘nforms the petitioners that “it is too late to do anything this year tawards 
the closing of breaches,’ and asks to be informed whether the petitioners are 
repared to pay half of the costs that may be incurred for the purpose. In 
their reply to this enquiry the villagers urge, with great force and justice, that 
they are too poor to bear this cost ; that the floods have left them without any 
means; that fifteen years before, when an embankment one mile long in one of 
these villages was constructed, Government paid the whole of the costs; and 
that Government is bound to pay for the work under section 35 of Act VI 
of 1873. The Editor strongly condemns the indifference which the Collector 
has so long manifested in this matter, and which has resulted in the loss of 
valuable property. ) 

18. A correspondent of the same paper sends in an account of the 
high-handed manner in which Haridas Nag, 
the head-constable in charge of the Noapara 
thana, abused the ryots assembled at Khayerpore, in the sub-division of 
Kooshtea, for the purpose of considering the provisions of the Bengal 
Rent Bill, and of adopting a petition embodying their views to the Lieute- 
nant-Governor. . 


19. The Dacca Prakash, of the 21st August, is exceedingly gratified 
that His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor did a 
really noble act while at Dacca, by counselling 
the rival parties in the family suit of Nawab Abdul Gani Miya to settle their 
disputes by arbitration. If his advice is acted upon, this house may yet retain 
- its position. 

20. On the subject of the projected Dacca and Mymensingh railway, 
the same paper makes observations similar to 
those mentioned in paragraph 14. 


21. A correspondent of the same peper dwells on the backward con- 

dition of Sandwipa. There are here no practi- 
- cable roads, no ferries across the rapid streams 
which intersect the place, and no schools. Provisions are scarce. The 
locality is subject to destructive inundations. Sandwipa should be made the 
head-quarters of a sub-division containing a sub-treasury. 


22. The Urdu Guide, of the 20th August, remarks that, as the High 
Close holidays observed in the Cal. Court of Calcutta is the highest and the most 
cutta High Court. independent tribunal in Bengal, so in the 
_ Matter of observing close holidays it stands alone. Last year the day on 
which the Hd festival of the Mahomedans was celebrated was not observed 
as a close holiday in the Court, and consequently all the Mahomedan employés 
were obliged to attend the Court on that day. The Court was, however, 
closed the next day. This year similarly the Hindus, while obliged to attend 
onthe day on which the Jonmoashtomi festival was held, had the next 
day allowed them as a holiday. This occasions considerable inconvenience, 
and it therefore behoves the Registrars of the Court, while drawing up their 
lists of holidays for any year, to include only those days on which the festivals 
are really arranged to take place. , 


23. The Behar Bandhu, of the 18th August, remarks that the lan- 
What should be the Court language guage spoken by the educated and the respect- 
n Behar. | able classes in a country, and not the language 
of the ignorant masses, should be that used in the Courts. This is 
particularly necessary in Behar, where the masses are rude and steeped in 
shorance. In this province the Kharibole, the dialect used by the 
"arned and the respectable, and which possesses a grammar and literature, 
should be that adopted in the Courts. 


The police and-the meeting of ryots 
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The Lieutenant-Governor at Dacca. 
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The condition of Sandwipa. 
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24. The Uchst Bakté, of the 20th August, regrets to have to Notice 
The people of India distrusted by that the affection with which the People of 
Government. India were regarded by the rulers in the days 
of the Company, has now given place to a feeling of distrust. True, natiyo; 
of the country are now being given a few high appointments to the pubjic 
service, but the change in the feelings of Government is keenly felt by then, 
The passing of the Vernacular Press Act and the Arms Act has mage 
them quite helpless, and the enactment of the former measure has, ag it 
were, taken away their liberty of speech. This distrust of the peop} 
on the part of the rulers is quite unjustifiable. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, ma. & 3.1, 
Bengali Translator. 
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